Restitution Guide for Survivors of Homicide Victims
Restitution is a victim’s right. In every case in which a victim has suffered economic loss as a result of the defendant’s conduct, the court shall require the defendant to make restitution to the victim or victims in an amount established by court order.  Many victims feel that justice includes offender accountability for the financial, physical, emotional, psychological and spiritual harm caused by the crime. Restitution is a part of offender accountability and helps victims recover out-of-pocket expenses.

What can I request as restitution?

Crime related costs. 
1. Property expenses (replace, repair and/or clean damaged or stolen property) 

2. Value of  property  held as evidence

3. Emergency medical expenses for your loved one (ambulance and hospital expenses)
4. Emergency and continued care for you, medical and psychological expenses, including     medication for PTSD, depression, anxiety, insomnia, etc. Surviving the homicide of a loved one has long term consequences, many survivors continue counseling for several years. Ask you therapist for an estimate.

5. Child care expenses (during counseling, support group, meetings with: police, prosecutors, victim advocates and during court proceedings.
6. Transportation costs to obtain counseling services

7. Transportation cost to participate in the Criminal Justice Process (meetings, hearings , trial, sentencing, etc) 

8. Lodging cost to participate in the Criminal Justice Process (meetings, hearings , trial, sentencing, etc) 

9. Funeral expenses.   The following expenses should be included in funeral expenses if paid separately:

· Mortuary services

· Cemetery costs

· Costs to transport your loved one’s body for funeral/burial 

· Urn 
· Grave marker

· Newspaper notices

· Floral arrangements

· Special clothing purchased for your loved one

· Photograph copies/enlargements for use at funeral or memorial service

· Long distance telephone charges for the purpose of obtaining information, making necessary arrangements and to notify relatives

· Child care expenses while making arrangements and attending funeral
· Transportation costs for immediate family members to attend funeral

· Food and lodging costs for immediate family members while making arrangements and attending funeral

10. Other expenses you may have incurred:
· Long distance telephone charges to law enforcement, prosecutors office, Victim Witness, Homicide Survivors, other social services or governmental offices, for crime related information & services.

· Long distance telephone charges to notify relatives of criminal justice proceedings
· Transportation costs for immediate family members to attend hearings and trial

· Food and lodging costs for immediate family members while attending hearings and trial

· Child care expenses while attending hearings and trial

· Printing/copying costs of receipts, legal documents, notary fees

· Fees to obtain court transcripts

· Expenses for moving or storing victims personal property

· Expenses for emergency repair and temporary maintenance of victims home

· Insurance deductibles

· Incidental expenses (changing locks, towing fees, and the cost of changing your phone number) 

· Attorney fees incurred in closing the victim’s estate 

11. Lost wages include unpaid time off work to: 
· Make arrangements and attend funeral services

· Obtain information and documentation to make necessary arrangements

· Provide temporary care for victims minor children

· Meet with detectives, prosecutors, pre-sentence investigators, etc.

· Attend hearings, trial, sentencing, etc.

· Time you were unable to work due to emotional trauma
The concept of personal accountability for the consequences of one’s conduct, and the allied notion that the person who causes the damage should bear the cost, are at the heart of civil law. It should be no less in criminal law.
The Final Report of the 1982 President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime
