FAQ  Victim Impact Statements 
Victims of crime have the opportunity to present to the court for consideration in sentencing, a statement outlining the financial, physical, and psychological/emotional impact of the crime. 

As a victim of crime you may feel left out of the criminal justice process. You may feel that everyone’s story is being heard except yours. However, victims can have a voice in the process. Before the offender is sentenced, you may tell the court how the crime has affected you through a Victim Impact Statement. 

What is a Victim Impact Statement?
A Victim Impact Statement is your opportunity to tell the court about the impact of the crime on your life. It is a statement, in your own words, that is considered by the judge in deciding the sentence for the offender. 

Who May Complete a Victim Impact Statement?
A victim of any criminal offence may complete a statement. However, the statement is not considered by the court until after the accused person has been found guilty of the offence. 

Who decides if a Victim Impact Statement is submitted to the Court?
You do. Whether or not you provide a statement is entirely your decision. Once you submit the statement to the court, it cannot be withdrawn. Your statement may be submitted in writing or you may choose to read it in court, or both.

What Information Can I Give?
The statement should describe the harm or loss you have suffered as a result of the crime. Your statement should refer only to the specific crime for which the offender was found guilty. 

What if it is a Capital Case? If the sentence could possibly be the Death Penalty, you may give a victim impact statement, however you may not give your opinion about sentencing. 

How Will the Information Be Used?
The information in your Victim Impact Statement is used by the judge in determining an appropriate sentence for the offender. It may also be used by correctional authorities when making decisions regarding the offender’s application for clemency or early release.

Is the Information Confidential?
No. Once the accused is found guilty or has pled guilty a copy of your Victim Impact Statement is given to the judge, the prosecutor and the offender or the offender’s lawyer. The contents of the statement are presented in a court hearing which is open to the public. The consent of the judge is necessary, however, before the court will make a copy available to the public or to the media. 

Do I Have to Appear In Court?
It is usually not necessary for you to appear in court; however, you may have to testify in court if any of the information in your statement is questioned. 

Where Do I Go If I Want to Submit A Victim Impact Statement?
Victim Impact Statement forms and guidelines are available from Homicide Survivors. Victim Impact Statements should be submitted to the prosecutor in your case. You should tell the prosecutor that you would like to make a statement in court and/or submit a written, video, or audio taped statement. 

What is a presentence investigation?

Once a defendant is convicted of a crime, a presentence investigation is conducted and a report is prepared for the court to assist the judge in the sentencing process. This complex document is also used by supervising probation officers, correctional institutions, and community treatment agencies in the classification, supervision, and rehabilitation of the offender. Pima County Adult Probation Department will contact you to obtain your input during the investigation process including the impact of the offense, restitution amounts and sentencing recommendations. This report is not the same as a Victim Impact Statement.

