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27th Annual Candlelight Vigil 
 

Please join us for our Candlelight Vigil remembering our loved ones lost to violence and 
celebrating Victims Rights in Arizona. Join us in lighting candles and releasing a 
memorial balloon to remember your loved one. Law Enforcement officials will read the 
names of those who were murdered in 2010—2011. Candles will be provided or you can 
bring your own special candle to light in memory of your loved one. Come early with 
your lawn chairs, blankets, etc., to enjoy and share with other survivors  before the 
program begins! 

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL  

Saturday, April 16th  

6-8 p.m. 

Children’s Memorial Park 

4851 N. 15th Ave. 

(near River Rd and Oracle Rd) 

VIGILIA DE VELAS 

El sábado 16 de abril  

6-8 de la noche 

Children's Memorial Park 

4851 N. 15th Ave. 

(cerca de River Rd y Oracle Rd) 

Volunteers are needed! 
Homicide Survivors needs volunteers to help with a variety of tasks for the Candlelight Vigil! 

If you can lend a hand, we would sure appreciate the help!  

Please call us at 740-5729 or email at homicidesurvivors@pcao.pima.gov 

Por favor, únase a nosotros para nuestra Vigilia con velas recordando a nuestros seres 
queridos perdidos por la violencia y la celebración de Derechos de las Víctimas en 
Arizona. Únase a nosotros en la iluminación de las velas y lanzar un globo para recordar 
a su ser querido. Los oficiales del la policía van a leer los nombres de aquellos que 
fueron asesinados en el período 2010-2011. Las velas se prestará o usted puede traer su 
propia vela especial a la luz en la memoria de su ser querido. Venga temprano con sus 
sillas de jardín, mantas, etc., para disfrutar y compartir con otros sobrevivientes antes 
de que empiece el programa! 



Homicide Survivors 

Office (520)740-5729 

1-800-775-7462 x5729 

Fax (520)740-5773 

homicidesurvivors@pcao.pima.gov 

www.azhomicidesurvivors.org 

Carol Gaxiola (cell) (520) 240-6300  

 Director/Advocate 

Karla Avalos (cell) 349-0362 

 Intercesora Bilingüe para Victimas 

 (Bilingual Victim Advocate) 

Help On Call Crisis Line  

323-9373 

Information & Referral 

(520)881-1794 

Pima County Victim Witness Program 

(520) 740-5525 

1-800-775-7462  x5525 

Pima County Superior Court Calendar 

(520)740-8721 

http://www.sc.pima.gov 

Crime Victim Compensation 

(520)740-5525 

You may be eligible for financial assistance for 

medical, counseling and funeral expenses 

The National Victim Center 

1-800-FYI-CALL 

Toll Free Information & Referral 

Arizona Attorney General’s Office of  

Victims Rights & Services 

(520)628-6455 

Pima County Attorney’s Office 

(520) 740-5600 

Toll Free 1-800-775-7462 x5600 

 

Phone Friends 
Tucson Area 
John Prunty      721-0257 

Karen Colvin                              883-7377 

Kathy Ross                                 889-8525 

Kathi Rice                                  296-6349 

Debbie Curry                             298-6117 

Hosea Barnett                            829-8160 

Elisa Espinoza-Lopez                434-0340 (Español) 

Carlos Castro                             624-4965 (Español) 

Rick & Yoli Villelas                  419-6138 (Español) 

Hope & Johnny Valenzuela       574-3139 (Español) 

Gabby de la Cruz      704-1277 (Español) 

Phoenix 

Jayne Treen                               (602)995-1584 

Southern Arizona 

Victoria Thacker                        (520)826-3018 

Sue Dupee                                  (520)586-2618 

Karen Teeters                             (520)384-2765 

Dan & Darlene Berry                 (520)515-0115 

Arkansas 

Joan McKinstry                          (501)228-9849 

 

Email Friends 
Homicide Survivors Office 

homicidesurvivors@pcao.pima.gov 

 

Holly Schysm—brewha71@netscape.net 

Gail Leland—gailleland@aol.com 

Toni Schneider—Doctor85711@yahoo.com 

Kathi Rice—azstormy@aol.com 

Sharon LaPlant—dlaplant@new.rr.com 

Imeldafuentes01@yahoo.com 

Jayne Treen—Jaynetreen@aol.com 

Aida Salazar-agsalazar234@yahoo.com 

Julie Williams—julie.williams@msn.com 

Our Mission  

 

Homicide Survivors is dedicated to meeting the crisis and long term needs of families of murder victims. 

Through support, advocacy and assistance we help survivors cope emotionally, stabilize economically and 

help survivors seek justice for their loved ones.  Homicide Survivors is committed to ensuring that no one 

has to endure the murder of a loved one alone. We can’t change the tragic loss, but together, we can ease 

the pain and prevent further victimization. 

Please call the office if you would like to add your email or phone # to our lists 

Support, Information & Assistance Resources 



Thursday, April 14th 
6:30pm 
 

Fox Theatre 
17 West Congress Street 
Tucson, AZ 85701 

 Brooks Douglass and his sister, Leslie, grew up in a home filled with love, compassion, and faith. Their 
father, Richard, was a leader in the Baptist Church. Their mother, Marilyn, was a woman of faith and talent, 
turning down a scholarship to the renowned Juilliard School to join Richard in the Brazilian mission field. 

On their return, Brooks age 16 and Leslie 12, Richard became pastor of a large church in Oklahoma City. On Oct. 
15, 1979, Brooks opened the door of their modest family home to what he believed was a man in need. The man, a 
drugged-up drifter named Glen Ake, was joined by his partner, Steven Hatch. They pulled out guns, tied up the 
Douglasses, repeatedly assaulted Leslie, shot all four family members, and left them for dead. 

Richard and Marilyn died at the scene. Brooks and Leslie recovered from their wounds, but their ordeal had just 
begun. 

Ake and Hatch were caught, tried, and, in 1980, sentenced to death. For the next 16 years, however, the suffering 
rolled on as a legal system created to protect the rights of the accused dragged the Douglass children time after 
time to testify in court and relive that night. 

The story became national news. But it was continuing bad news for Brooks and Leslie, forced to sell their family 
home and possessions to pay medical bills. Brooks struggled through high school and college, repeatedly failing 
out, drinking heavily, and given to bouts of rage. Leslie, once a beauty queen with a beautiful voice, fought to put 
her life together as she dealt with recurring nightmares and struggled in relationships. 

In a 1986 retrial, Ake was convicted again but received life in prison instead death. Brooks Douglass became 
convicted as well, convicted that the system must no longer "step over the body of a victim to read the criminal his 
rights." 

Brooks earned his law degree, and, at age 27, became the youngest state senator in Oklahoma history where he 
passed a series of victims' rights bill. 

In 1995, a second turning point came. On a legislative tour of a state prison, Brooks saw Ake–requested a chance to 
talk to the man who had destroyed his family. HEAVEN'S RAIN shares the dramatic result of that meeting. 

After three senate terms, Brooks changed directions, pursuing long-held creative desires. With Hollywood writer 
and director Paul Brown, Brooks co-wrote the HEAVEN'S RAIN script and produced and starred in the film. 

While never shying from the hard facts, HEAVEN'S RAIN ultimately is a tribute to the love and faith of Brooks' 
parents. The Sunday before the tragedy, in fact, Richard Douglass preached on forgiveness. In a dramatization of 
that moment in the film, Brooks himself, playing his father, quotes the book of Matthew: "He sends the rain on the 
just and the unjust," and William Shakespeare: "The qualify of mercy is not strained. It droppeth as the gentle rain 
from heaven." 

“ 

” www.heavensrainmovie.com/ 

Note: Rated R for some disturbing violent content. 

This event is free and open to the public 
suggested donation of $5 to Tucson Tragedy Victims 

Heaven’s Rain 
Free showing of the film: 

The true story Brooks Douglass, a homicide survivor and crime victim who went on to become the youngest state senator 
in Oklahoma history, a leading advocate for victims’ rights, and the author of Oklahoma’s first victims’ rights statute.  



just yesterday 
by Mary S., sister of Kay Frances Read 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear your excited voice 

are you going to Mom's later 
I have some food for her 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear again your joyful voice 

are you & mom going to Sam's exercise 
class 

Call me when you are done 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear again your thoughtful voice 

What are we doing for dinner 
will the boys be there? 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear again your anxious voice 
my van is making a funny noise 

do you think it could be..... 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear again your upset voice 

Linda has that feeding tube!?!? 
Mom left the gas stove on last night.. 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear your concerned voice 

asking me do I think Mom is ok 
Mom says her knees & legs hurt so bad 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I hear again your joyful voice 

do you have a coupon for long John's 
think mom would like for Valentine dinner 

 

 

 
 

just yesterday the phone rang 
mom calls @ 640am have you heard from Kay 

with hard rain cold & wind I hurried to you 
finding you gone no where to be found 

just yesterday the phone rang 
I heard not your wonderful voice 

but TPD that they are still looking for you 
YOU MY PRECIOUS SISTER KAY 

JUST YESTERDAY THE PHONE RANG 
I'VE HEARD EVERYBODY ELSE'S VOICE 
NOT YOURS AND I SO LONG TO HEAR 

HEAR YOUR VOICE MY SWEET LOVING 
SISTER 

KAY FRANCES READ 
I MISS YOU SO 
I LOVE YOU TOO 

THANK YOU FOR BEING MY SISTER, 
MY BEST FRIEND, MY CHILDREN'S AUNT 

MY GRANDDAUGHTER'S GREAT AUNT 
MY HUBBY's sister he never had 

AND 
JUST YESTERDAY THE PHONE RANG 

AND I LONG TO HEAR YOUR VOICE AGAIN 
I KNOW NOW THAT THE PHONE WILL 

RING 
AND YOU'LL NOT BE THERE BUT KNOW 

THAT GOD IS HEARING YOU & MOM 
SINGING WONDERFUL SONGS WITH 

HIM!!! 

Share your healing: 
Poems, short stories and stories of your experience could help others in their journey 

of coping and healing. Please send in anything you would like to share to the 

Homicide Survivors office by mail, fax (520)740-5773, or by email - 

homicidesurvivors@pcao.pima.gov 

Un buen corazón es el jardín, 

Buen pensamientos son la raíz,  

Buenas palabras son las  flores,  

Buenos hechos son la fruta. 



The Day God Called You Home 

By Margaret R., sister of Guillermo Burruel (4/16/1974 -  12/1/2010) 
 

God looked around his garden and found an empty place, 

He looked around the earth and saw your tired face. 

He put his arms around you and lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful, he always takes the Best. 

He knew you were suffering. He knew you were in pain. 

He knew that you would never get well on earth again. 

He saw the road was getting rough, and the hills were hard to climb, 

He closed his weary eyelids and whispered “Peace be thine.” 

It broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn’t go alone. 

Part of us went with you the day God called you home. 

La depresión es un resultado normal de la aflicción.  Esto nos sucede a todos.  Ud. puede experimentar varias 

síntomas.  Una de las síntomas claves de la depresión es un sentimiento profundo de tristeza y desesperación que dura 

por mas de dos semanas.  Las siguientes sugerencias pueden ayudar a enfrentar la depresión:  

 

 

· Conocer su depresión y aceptar la responsabilidad para remediarla. 

· La depresión sirve a un propósito, enfrentar y trabaja a través de ella. 

· El comunicarse ayuda a evitar una depresión mas profunda. 

· Reoriente sus energías por vías constructivas para mejorar su vida.  El placer es una fuente de energía (haga un viaje, 

salga de noche, etc.) 

· El ejercicio puede ayudarlo a relajarse, a liberar la tensión y a dormir mejor. 

· Permítase experimentar sus sentimientos como ira, culpa, etc. expréselos- golpeé una almohada, grite, llore, etc. 

· Involúcrese con otros, haga trabajo de voluntariado. 

· Respire profundo, eso estimula la energía física. 

· Una buena nutrición es muy importante. 

· Tenga pensamientos agradables aun cuando sea difícil (un minuto a la vez). 

· El alcohol es depresivo, evítelo. 

· Trabaje en su propio autoestima.  Haga algo que usted hace bien.  Trate de agradarse y ser tierno con usted mismo. 

· Recuerde- usted tiene la opción.  La depresión puede manejarse y no tiene porque arruinar vidas. 

· Si la depresión es tan severa que estas sugerencias no le ayudan, por favor no dude en buscar ayuda profesional. 



VICTIMS' RIGHTS UNDER ARIZONA STATUTE 

 

Victims' Rights During Investigation: 

 

The law enforcement agency investigating the crime has the duty to provide you with information about 

your rights and how to request them. 

 In addition, the law enforcement agency has the duty to: 

Tell you whether the suspect is an adult or juvenile.  

Tell you of the suspect's arrest, at the earliest opportunity.  

Provide you information about the initial appearance of the offender. 

Tell you how to get information about court dates. 

Provide you with information about public & private victim assistance programs, including the 

county victim compensation program , programs that provide counseling and other support services 

If the County Attorney's Office made the decision not to prosecute a case, the office will notify the 

victim(s) of the decision and the victim's right to confer with the prosecutor prior to the decision 

becoming final. 

You have the right to request the County Sheriff notify you of the escape or the release of the 

     offender from custody on a bond.  

You have the right to request a copy of the terms and conditions of the offender's release from      

custody from the Sheriff's Office. 

 

Victims' Rights Before Trial: 

 

Upon request, You have the right to be notified: 

Of the date, time, and place of court hearing involving the defendant.  

Of the release or escape of the defendant from custody. 

You have the right: 

To be informed of the name, address & phone number of the prosecutor's office handling the case. 

To be informed of victim services and other resources available to you, including crisis, medical, 

and other emergency services. 

To be informed if a prosecutor  declines to proceed with prosecution and to be provided with the 

reasons for the decision. 

To refuse defense interview and to establish reasonable conditions for any interview in which you 

may choose to participate. 

To have the defendant or any agent of the defendant make any contact with you through the     

prosecutor's office. 

To designate a lawful representative to exercise your rights in the event you are unable to do so. 

To be present throughout all criminal proceedings  

To be informed of the defendant's release and/or any hearings to determine the defendant's eligibility 

for release from secure custody including  release from custody of a mental health treatment facility to 

which the defendant was remanded by court order.     

To confer with the prosecutor prior to a proposed change of plea and to be heard at any proceeding 

involving a plea agreement.    

Did You Know?  

Know your rights! 



Victims' Rights During Sentencing: 

To provide the pre-sentence investigator with information regarding the emotional, physical, and financial 

impact the crime has had on you and to state your sentencing  recommendations  

To have a copy of the pre-sentence report, upon request, when it is available to the defendant  

To be heard at the time of sentencing, and to present evidence at any aggravation, mitigation,                 

pre-sentencing or sentencing proceeding. 

To have the court order the defendant to pay restitution for your economic losses directly related to the 

crime. 

To exercise your right to be heard in any proceeding by providing an oral, written or video/audio taped 

statement. 

To be provided a "Post-Conviction Request Form" to request your rights to post-conviction notification. 

Victims' rights after sentencing: 
You have the right, upon request: 

To be notified of the sentence imposed by the court. 

To have any property taken as evidence returned or to be given an explanation for any refusal to return 

such property. 

To be notified and heard at any hearing regarding work furlough release or home arrest or any other       

post-conviction hearing directly affecting the defendant. 

To be notified by the Board of Executive Clemency of a Parole Hearing and to state your opinion         

regarding the parole of the inmate from prison, if the defendant was sentenced to prison; 

To be notified by the Department of Corrections of the release, escape or death of the defendant. 

To be notified of any appeal of the defendant's conviction. 

To be notified of and heard at any probation, revocation, or disposition proceeding. 

To contest any post-conviction release, unless the defendant is discharged from sentence, when reasonable 

efforts were not made to allow you to be present and heard at the hearing from which such release issues. 

To file a Restitution Lien against the defendant's property to ensure the payment of restitution. 

To recover damages from a governmental entity responsible for the intentional, knowing or grossly negli-

gent violation of any of the above listed victim's rights. 

Victims' Rights During Court Proceedings: 

You have the right: 

To confer with the prosecutor prior to trial. 

To have the court and prosecutor take appropriate action to ensure a speedy trial. 

To be present in the courtroom whenever the defendant has the right to be there, including trial; 

To be accompanied at any judicial proceeding by a support person of your choice, including an Advocate, 

unless that person is also a witness. 

To make a statement to the court at a proceeding in which the court considers the post-arrest release of the 

defendant, a change of plea, and at the sentencing; 

To have the court provide appropriate safeguards to minimize any contact that might occur between    

yourself and the defendant or the defendant's family or friends and defense witnesses during and           

immediately after any court proceeding. 

Not to testify regarding your address, telephone numbers, place of employment or other locating            

information unless you consent or it is ordered by the Court  

To ask the prosecutor to have the court reconsider the defendant's release from pre-trial custody. 

To confer with the prosecutor and to be heard at any proceeding involving the release of the defendant 

from custody. 







Interested in a daytime support group? 
 

If so, please call the Homicide Survivors office at 
520-740-5729 to let us know what time works 
best for you! 



We are sorry for the circumstances that bring you to our group, but we hope that we can be of some assistance to 

you as you work through your grief. Our meetings are open to any survivor of a homicide victim: Parent, Brother, 

Sister, Son, Daughter, Cousin, Aunt, Uncle, Grandparent, or Friend. Our meetings are held monthly and nothing is 

required of you. There are no dues or fees expected. Attending your first meeting takes courage, but most find it a 

comforting network of support, friendship, and understanding that only those who have been there can give. The 

meetings are a time for sharing stories, experiences and emotions.  We believe that our support groups facilitate a 

self-help response to grief. Making positive changes  in our loved ones memory creates a loving legacy.                                   

********* 

 Lo sentimos que las circunstancias lo acercen a nuestro grupo, esperamos que sea una forma de asistencia en el 

proceso de su afflicción. Nuestro grupo de apoyo esta disponible para sobrevivientes que han perdido a un ser a 

homicidio sea Ud. un padre, hermano/a,  hijo/a, primo/a, Tio/a, Abuelo/a, o Amistad. Nuestras juntas son mensuales 

y sin costo ninguno. No hay expectativas de Ud. Atendiendo su primer junta se requiere valentia y fuerza, la mayor 

parte de participantes se encuentran en un ambiente de apoyo,  se sienten comprendido, y encuentran amistades con 

personas que han caminado en sus pasos. La primera junta es de compartir estorias, experiencias, y emociones. 

Creemos que nuestros grupos inspiran a la persona a auto sanación de su afflición. Criando cambio positive en 

memoria de nuestros seres queridos forma un legacia de amor.  

Support Group Meeting Dates: 
 

Thursday, March 17, 2010 

Thursday, April 21, 2010 

Thursday, May 19, 2010 

Thursday, June 16, 2010 
 

Patrick Hardesty 

Multiservice Center  

1100 S. Alvernon Way 

7:00—9:00 PM 

Fechas de Grupo de Apoyo: 
 

Jueves, 17 de marzo 

Jueves, 21 de abril 

Jueves, 19 de mayo 

Jueves, 16 de junio 
 

Patrick Hardesty 

Multiservice Center 

1100 S. Alvernon Way  

7:00—9:00 PM 

Please join our support group 

―So sudden a loss causes us to look backward -– but it also forces us to look forward; to reflect on 
the present and the future, on the manner in which we live our lives and nurture our 
relationships with those who are still with us.  

We may ask ourselves if we’ve shown enough kindness and generosity and compassion to the 
people in our lives.  Perhaps we question whether we're doing right by our children, or our 
community, whether our priorities are in order. 

We recognize our own mortality, and we are reminded that in the fleeting time we have on this 
Earth, what matters is not wealth, or status, or power, or fame -– but rather, how well we have 
loved -- and what small part we have played in making the lives of other people better.‖ 

—President Obama 



Homicide Survivors, Inc 
“This project is supported by grant #2007-915  from the U.S. Dept. of Justice Office for Victims of Crime through the Arizona Dept. of Public Safety.  

Opinions contained herein are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the position or policies of the U.S. DOJ or the Arizona DPS” 

 

Help Homicide Survivors go green and save green: get your next newsletter by email!  

If you have an email address and would like to help Homicide Survivors save on printing costs  

by getting future newsletters by email, please complete and fax, mail, or email the information. 

 

   NAME  _______________________________________________ 

   STREET________________________________________________ 

   CITY_______________ STATE _______ ZIP CODE__________ 

                PHONE (________)_______________________________________ 

     E-MAIL_________________________________________________ 

                                Loved One/Agency______________________________________ 
 

 SEND THIS COUPON TO:             HOMICIDE SURVIVORS, INC 

       32 N. STONE, 14TH  FLOOR 

       TUCSON, AZ 85701-1412 
  

 CALL WITH INFORMATION : (520) 740-5729  

 OR FAX TO: (520) 740-5773 

 OR EMAIL TO: HOMICIDESURVIVORS@PCAO.PIMA.GOV 

  

 I WANT TO RECEIVE THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL:    YES____ NO____ 

 

 I WOULD LIKE TO BE REMOVED FROM MAIL AND EMAIL LISTS:  YES____    NO____ 

Homicide Survivors, Inc. 
32 N. Stone Avenue, Suite 1408 

Tucson, Arizona 85701 
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